
 EXPLORE  3. Debunking the myth    p. 39TB

WAY 1

1. �a. Look at the poster and read the title and the source. Guess what the document might be about. 
b. Tick and justify your choice(s). 

This text might be:  
❑ an article about western movies. 
❑ an article about the evolution of the representation of cowboys 
❑ a movie review about Calamity jane.

2. a. Read the document and underline in red all the words related to the cowboy lexical field in the first 
paragraph.
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b. Read the second paragraph, underline in blue the word related to a change and in yellow the new 
characters that have appeared in the western movies in the past couple decades.
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c. Identify the way cowboys were depicted till the end of the 20th century, even in the “revisionist 
westerns”.
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3. Focus on the evolution and find out about the elements in the grid: 

Changes that appeared in the 1960s Changes that have appeared since 2000
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4. Read again and focus on the word “revolutions” (l.2). Tick the elements that were part of these 
revolutions. (Several possible answers.)

❑ gender  ❑ race  ❑ standard of living  ❑ technology  ❑ politics  ❑ morality  ❑ economy

5. Recap the main ideas of the document. You can use the following words:  
change – evolve – heroes – villains – wrestle – identities – reflect
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WAY 2   

1. Look at the poster and read the title and the source. Deduce the nature of this document and its content. 
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2. Read the document and identify two major lexical fields, underline in two different colours a few 
examples for each.
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3. Focus on the evolution and find out about the two periods of changes and their specificities: 

Changes that appeared in ........... Changes that have appeared since ...........
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4. a. Explain this sentence “the western genre was wrestling with the meaning of heroism and villainy”.

����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

b. Explain this sentence “Americans of any other identity didn’t see themselves reflected in the wide-
open spaces of the Western plains.”
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5. Sum up what you understood insisting on the different steps of the evolution.
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