
b.  Guess what type of document it is and tick the correct answer.

This text is:     ❑ an interview     ❑ a movie script     ❑ a diary entry

2. Read the culture spot and the introduction. Take notes on each character:
Character 1: Name: ………………………… Job:…………………………………………
Character 2: Name:…………………………. Job:………………………………………… 
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WAY 1

1.  a. Look at the text and identify its specificities: 

Hollywood:  
the dream factoryFile  01

1. bêtises  2. job  3. flatter  4. speak without thinking

.....................................................

.....................................................

...............................................



3. Fill in the table with information about Barton Fink.

Current job Job offer

Task .............................................................. ..............................................................

Location ..............................................................

Industry .............................................................. ..............................................................

Possible audience .............................................................. ..............................................................

Salary ..............................................................

4. Read the text again and rephrase Garland’s arguments, using the prompts. 

– “They’ve offered you a thousand dollars a week.” (l.5-6) ➔ With his new job, Barton will ........................ 
 .....................................................................................................................................................................

– “Eighty-five million people go to the pictures every week.” (l.22-23) ➔ His new job will be an 
opportunity for Barton to  ............................................................................................................................. 
 .....................................................................................................................................................................

5. Pick out the adjectives that best describe Barton. Justify with a quote for each of them. 
❑ greedy     ❑ torn     ❑ enthusiastic     ❑ hesitant      ❑ optimistic
 .....................................................................................................................................................................
 .....................................................................................................................................................................

6. Sum up the main ideas of the document. Use the following words/expressions.

playwright • earn money • creativity • lucrative • torn between 
 .....................................................................................................................................................................
 .....................................................................................................................................................................
 .....................................................................................................................................................................

WAY 2

1. Look at the text layout and spot its specificities. Deduce the nature of the document.
 .....................................................................................................................................................................

2. Read the culture spot and the introduction. Take notes on each character:
Character 1:  .................................................................................................................................................
Character 2:  .................................................................................................................................................

3. Read the text and take notes on Barton’s situation. Spot the proper nouns to better understand it.

Current job Job offer

...............................................................................

...............................................................................

...............................................................................

...............................................................................

...............................................................................

...............................................................................

4. Focus on Garland’s speech: rephrase his arguments to convince Barton. Spot the numbers to better 
understand them. 
 .....................................................................................................................................................................
 .....................................................................................................................................................................
 .....................................................................................................................................................................



“If I ran off to Hollywood now I’d be 
making money, going to parties, 
meeting the big shots, sure, but 
I’d be cutting myself off from the 
wellspring of that success, from 
the common man.”

5. a. Focus on l. 40-45 and explain what Barton means:  

b. Complete the following sentence: ➔ Barton feels ...................................................................................  
because ........................................................................................................................................................
 .....................................................................................................................................................................

6. Sum up what you understood focusing on the tension between art and money.
 .....................................................................................................................................................................
 .....................................................................................................................................................................
 .....................................................................................................................................................................

...............................................

...............................................

...............................................
...............................................
...............................................
...............................................


